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The State of the Caſe depending between ſome of 


the Inhabitants of Thames Street and Joſiah Child, 
touching Lion-Key, viz. 
Cleer? 7 

He ſaid Perſons in the Name of the City 
of London, (but for their ownprivacs 
advantage onely) have Indited che De- 
fendant for ſtoppingup theStairs at L:- 
0n- Key aforeſaid, and a paſſage former- 
ly leading down tothem, andforplank- 
ing over eight foot into the River of 
Thames, and for ereRing a Crane upon 
the ſaid Key, which they ſay are pud- 


lick Nuſances. 


The DefenCant pleads the genera! IC. 
fue ;z and tor proof ſaith, That the City 


of London, nor any other perſon, bath 


any thing to do with the ſaid Key, butthe ſame is his proper Inheritance 
in Fee-ſimple,which he can make appear by Legal Conveyances ever ſince 
the Reign of King Hexry the Eighth : An Abſtrad of the Ticle whereof, 
is hereunto annexed. 

This the Proſecutors deny not; but they ſay, That Ziox- Key hath al- 
waies been a noted and common placefor landing and caking water. 

Tothis the Defendant Replies, and will prove by hundreds of Wicneſ- 
ſes, That Wharfige was always paid for every thing ſhipped or landed at 
Lion-Key, though it were buta ſmall Basket that a man carried in his 
hand, andas much Wharfige as was ever paid atany private Key or S:airs 
in Londos. 

2, Thatthe Paſſageleading down to Lion- Key, was always locked up 
at nights, and upon Surdaysand Holydays, and as ofcen as any Þ R1I- 


VATE KEY, or Wharl, or Stairs, berween the Tower. of London, 


and London- Bridge, waslocked, and that before the New Ga:cs were 
ereRed, which wasabout fourteen years paſt, there were other Anti- 
ent Gatesto the ſaid Key and Paſſage, which by computation were above 
one hundred years ſtanding. 
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And if the locking up the Paſſage at ſuch times, and theconſtant ta- 
kingof Whatfige do not demonſtrate the Reſervation of the Proprie- 
ty and the Incommunity of the ſaid Paffage and Stairs, then there is 
no private or proper Key,or Wharf,or Stairs between the Tower and 
London: Bridge :For that it wasnever known in the memory of any man 
living, that ever any Wharfinger hindred any Perſon from Landing or 
Taking water at his Key or Wharf, it being the common courtelie of 
every Wharfingerin Loxdoy, to ſuffer all Perſons that will, to Land or 
Take waterat their Wharfs grat&, and ſo they may yet do at Lion- Key 
when they pleaſe, though the Defendant hath his liberty whether co 
make Stairs or not upon his own ground, and where to make them : | 
But all Wharfingers of private Keys receive form all perfons Whar- 
fige for what Goods they Ship or Land at their Keys, Andif this | 
ſhall be conſtrued to prejudice the propriety of the Owners, the confe- | 
quence is,that the City may With as much Juſtice challenge for common *? 
Paſſages all the Whayfs in London ; even thoſe themſelves havelet Leaſes | 
of, tothe value of ſome thouſand poands perannm, and Indict thePro- | 
prietors for altering or leſſening their ownStairs or Crains for their own | 
conveniencies : And alſo all the ways through YVintner's Houſes , who 
for the benefit of their Trades do make Paſſages through their Taverns, | 
ſuch as is now Mr. Waalows, at the Swx in Biſbops-gate-ſireert, and 
Mr. Sawyers at che Popes Head in St. Eliews, and ſuch as was formerly 
Mr. Browns at the iVhite- Hor (e, 1n Lnmn,d ft-o-+, and many more be- 
fore as well as.ſince the Fire, which,votwithſtanding were nor, norever 
could be, pretended COMMON PASSAGES , becauſe they were 
locked up at nightsby the Owners, being private Perſons : Which che 
Kings High-wayrarenor, Nor isthe Cuſtome about Waies inall reſpeRs | 
the ſame in Loxdon as it 15 in the Country; 

2, Al the COM MON-ST AIRS are npon the Cities own 
ground; as Owners of the Soil,and not only fo, buc they are, and ever 
were, erected and repaired at the Csties charge , whereas theſe were al- 
ways cre&ted and repaired at thechargeof the Proprietor or Leffce, and 
for their own proper uſe and benefit. 

4, The Defendant hath a large Record to produce out of one of the 
Courts of Equity, at Weftminſter, ia the eighth Year of King Fames, 
wherein a Suit was Comenced by Information of Sir Fohn Brograve 
Knight,the Kings Atturney General: Edward ?effery being Relator to the 
ſaid Sir Fohn, whereingthe City was put uponir,to bring in their Claims 
and Proofs, what. COMMON ana OPEN PASSAGES, or Stairs, 
the Free-men of London had a Right to make uſe of between the 7 _ 
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of Londen,and the Temple, And to this Interrogatory, divers witneſſes 
then of great age, ſome above fourſcore years, were ſwornand ex- 
amined on behalf of the Citizezs, All or moſt of whomin their De- 
poſitions, doin the Enumeration of the ſaid FREE PASSAGES and 
Stairs , begin with Tower Dock, and ſo proceed Weſt-ward as far as 
Little Sumers- Keyand then skip to the other ſide of London- Bridge to 
Church-yardeAlley Stairs, and nor any one of the witneſlesdo fo much 
235 mention Lion-Key or Stairs, (which never had any other name ) 
though they omit nor any other Stairs or Place between the Tower and 
the Temple-Stairs, that the City or Free-men of £19dox ever did, or 
now do preterd to, except Lion- Key only, which the Proſecutors by 
crouding their private Intereſts under the Honourable name of the 
City, it ſeems would now ſcrew from the Defendant by right or 
wrong. | 

5. There are ſ&veral other Records exemplified row in the poſſeſſion 
of private Citizens of London, which do recite all the CO MON, 
ST AIRS, and Paſſages which the Citizens and Free-men of Loyarn 
bavearciently claimed a rightunto,and not one of them doth ſo muchas 
mention Zion- Key, or Stairs. 

6. The City of Loxdox, who in all ages, hath been deſervedly Famons 
for keeping exa&t Regiſters and Records of their Concern's in allre- 
ſpeRs, have no memory or account whatſoever to produce, to ſhew 
that they ever had ordid pretend to any right of Paſſage, or Stairs, at 
Lion: Key, alchough they have of all gehere which they pretend to, 
and certainly would have had of this, had they had any right atall there- 
unto, 

7, The Defendants Deeds of Purchaſe, and thoſe by which it was for- 
merly bought and ſold , do all mention ppharfige to be fold and con- 
veyed with Lion-Key. 

The ſecond Indi&ment 1s, for planking over the River of 
T hames eight toot , and ereQing a Cy45» thereapon, 

Tbe Defendant pleads the general Iſſae,and for evidence is ready 
to prove hy diverscredible Witneſſes, 

1, That inthe mannecit is done, irs no prejudice to the River being 
upon upright Poſts,ſo that the water bath always free courſe under the 
ſaid planking. 

- 2, That he hath not gone beyond the antient bounds.o! his former 
#harfe or Campſhiot , but ſeveral poſts of his antiert bounds of the 
former Campſhior,or under Wharf, are yet ſtanding, and were never re- 
moved,which are now the outermoſt poſts or ſtakes of? the faid work into 
the River. 7 A-*'$ 3.1hat 
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3. That moreover he had the conſene of the late Zord Mayor for what 
hedid, who was pre s/1#4 Vice, under his Majeſty, Conſervator of the Ri> 
ver of Thames. 

4+ That for further certainty the Defendant petitioned the Kings moſt 
Excellent Maje ! for his permiſſion, who was pleaſed to Refer the 
conſideration of the Defendants Petition to three of his Majeſties own 
Smnrveyors, and the two C:ty- Surveyors or any three Of them, who were 
the proper Officers by At? of Parliament, for Regulating and Staking 
out all Buildings within London : Which (aid Surveyors made the folloy- 
ing Certificate to his Majefty, upon fight of which Certificate, the ſaid 
late Lord Mayor conſenteito the Defendants going forward with hig 
Work, though he had before forbidden him. 


To the KINGS moſt Excellent *Majeſty. 


May it pleaſe Your Majeſty : 


N Obedience to Tour Majeities Command, (intimated unto us by 
| Sir William Morris, «pon Joſiah Child's Petition) we have 
® viewed the Petitioners Keys, and do humbly certifie Your Ma- 
Jeſty that we are of Opinion that the ſaid Petioners Requeit for 
carrying ont of Lion-Key with Plank, in the manner it # already 
Apne as Ficlh- YY hark, & w19+-y wooſouahlo, 1nd will. as ts alleadged 
inthe Petition, make the ſaid Keys range even to the River of 
Thames, 4nd the Houſes behind them;, woich we humbly conceive 


will be moſt uniform and dtcent. | | 
Chriſtopher Wren, Peter Mills, 
Rob. Hooke. 


By what hath been alleadged on the Defendants part, and will be fully 
proved by very many Witneſles of great Age and Quality, as well emi- 
nent Citizens of London, as others, it appears the Defendane hath nor 
onely done what Lawfully be might have done upon his own Inheritance, 
but hath progeeded with Caution, and all.due ReſpeR and Humility to- 
wards the Honourable City of Zondon. 

But that which is further manifeſt is, That what the Defendant hath 
done, he could not omit to do, without the apparent breachof an A# »f 
Parliament, and the expreſs Command of His Majeſty [nrolled inthe 
Exchequer. : 

For by AZ of Parliament madein the Fourteenth Tear of Hu, "_ 

ies 
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or what ſties Reign, among other things, itis BnaRed, Thatthe Kings Daielty 
f theRi* | map by Commiſsion under Pis Pgtelties Seal of the Exchequer appoint 
ſuch Perſons as His Vaiefty hall think fif, foz the Aſsigning and Ap- 
ings moſt | pointingof all ſachand ſomany Dpen places fo be Keys and Wharfs, as 
efer the |} fhall be mect foz the Shipping and Landing of Goovs, and ſettling all 
es own | thoſe Places by ſufffcient Meets, Limits, and Bounds, W hich Com- 
tho were ? miflion, grounded on the aforeſaid 47 of Parliament, His Majeſty did 
| Staking | iſſue forth unto ſeveral Noble Men, Officers of the C uſtoms, Gentlemen, 
efollow- | Citizens, and Merchants, bearing date the 29th of 11arch laſt paſt, and 
the ſaid ' the ſaid Commiſſioners did perfet the Return and Certificate of their 
with his | proceedings on the 24th of Way laſt, which ſaid Certificate upon the 30 
| of AuguFFlaſt, was commanded by his Majeſty to be /zrol/ed in the Rol/ 


of Remembrances of the Nintteenth Year of His Majefties Reign, to the 
intent that the ſame might remain as a Law binding upon all perſors 
concerned, ' And in the ſaid Return and Certificate, the faid Commil- 
fioners do declare in the fifth page of the Printed Copy thereof, That 
Lion-Key containing from Eaſt to Weſt thirty ſix foot nine inches, 
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nto us by | and fromthe River of Thames Northward forty foot, be a FREE 
we have | KEY forthe Landing of Merchants Goods, but wo Stairs as for- 
our Ma- merly to be erected t hereupen or thereunto. And in the eighth page 
ueft for of the ſaid printed Copy, That Lion-Key being inlength as afore- 
6 already ſaid, be enlarzed into the Thames elghs oot in breadth. ta make tt 
illeadaed equal ta the urmnſt Docs of Rariolph-Wharf, aud that from thence- 
River of forth the general Wharf of forty foot to be left next the Thames, be 
conceive reduced accordingly. 
For further cer:ainty wherein, the ſaid Commiſſioners did wich the 
er Mills. approbation of the fate Lord Hajor of the City of London, employ ſen 
veral ArtificersandSurveyors to ſtake our the Lines for buiiding at the 
aforeſaid diſtance of forty Foot from the River, for direRion of 31l per= 
ſons in laying their Fonndatioxr, and carrying on their work of Build- 
11 be fuily ing, anddidlikewiſe preſcride the Order and Form for Crazes, yin 
well emi- exaQ conformity whereunto,theDefendant hath proceeded to the ere» 
hath not on of one doybleCrain, and divers large Ware-houſes on Lion- Key afore- 
hNeritance, ſaid, which coſt him upwards of Two rhouſand Pounds, andin tlie fame 
mility to- manner likewiſe, and in obedience co the fame Authority,: hiveall other 
| Owners of Wharfs between London- Bridge, and Billingi-gare already oF. 
lant hath carried forth rheir #/barfs, with Plarks, viz. Friſh-i\ harf, Gann, 
an Aft of Key, ard Summers Key, and are now building their VW.:-c.45/es at he! DISIDES >> 
led inthe aforeſaid diſtance, and according eo the Lines ſtakec vu + 2 inks fp WW 
= ment of his Majeſties Commiſſioners aforeſaid. "RJ BRA> 
- gy" | Another Argument which che Proſecutors make uſe 0: Gt ch 
ies 


| (6) 

ownends, is, 4b income, they fay ic is very inconvenient to the 
that the Stairs at Zio- Key ſhould be taken away}, though in tru 
'nconvenience be only to twelve or fourteen of themſelves , 
Shopsarenear, or do adjoyn to the entrance thereof. 

This Argument, if there wereany thing in ic of cruth, 
nothing in Law or Equity, to diveſt the Defendant of his propriety 
itisſo far from truth in reſpe&to th: City in general; that there is 
ality, nothingin ic butnoiſe and clamour : For about fifteen Pac 
low the ſaid Lion: Key, viz. at Little Symmers-Key are a free p 
Stairs, which are the Cities own Stairs, and two pair more juſt 
them at Billizge-gare, beſides which, the Lay-Stall at Bs[ings-gat 
ing now removed, there is a moſt convenient place for erectin 
decent uſeful pair of Stairs above twice as largeas thoſe formerly at 
Key, But then indeed, part of the Retail Trade of the Water-me 
by reaſon of the ſaid new ere&ed Stairs, remove eight or ten Shops 
Eaſt-ward in Thamcs-ftreet ,, the fear whereof, is in truth che only 
of allthis buſtle, whatever elſe is pretended. ; 


' From all which, it evidently appears, that by 
alteration the City of London will receive no Dim 
tion of Tradeor Conveniencies : For that little R 
Trade which may be loſt iu one parr, will be full 
gained in another part of the ſame Street ; Beſides 
oreater advantage which will and doth alread) 
crew to Merchants, in the Loading and Landin 
Goods, by reaſon of that rational,uſeful, unifor 
and comely Order,. in which all the Keys and 
of London, are now moſt prudently eſtabliſhed, by 
Majeſties Commiſcioners aforeſaid, 
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Apr.15,23Caril 


An Abſtrat# of the Title of LION-KEY, 
and the Ground and Premiſes there. 


He Premiſes were formerlyin the time of King Henry the Eighth, 
King Edward the Sixth, and Queen ary, belonging to Sir T ho- 

74 Myles, and after his Deceaſe deſcended on fix Daughters & Coheirs. 
1, Dame Katharine, firſt VVife of Sir Thomas Finch, and af- 
terwardsof Nichclas Sr, Leger. f 


2. Thomas Kemp. 7 
3. William Bury. c 


Husbands of the other five of the 
4» fobn Bury. 


5+ Fohanna Lowes. ſaid Daughters. 


6. Themas Reynolds, þ 


Tax.28.5 Eliz, William Bury, and Fohn Bury, and Fobhanna Lowen, 
and their Wives, by Deed indented and inrolled in che 
Huſtings in London, bargainand ſell their parcs of the 
Premiſes to Edmomd Wiſeman and his Heirs, 

Feb.15 £6 Eliz. Nicholas St. Leger and Dame Katharine his Wife, 
and Thomas Kemp and his Wife, by Deed indented 
ſell their parts of che ſaid Premiſes to Edmond Wiſes 
m4r and his Heirs, and a Fine thereupon Levied, E4- 
wond Wiſeman Zuerent, and Nicholas St. Leger and 
Katharine his Wife De Rs 

. Thomas Reynolds and his Witeby Dced indented and 
E:6,13.36 Bliz., rolled in Chanied ! dargsin ah his pare of the 
faid Premiſes to Edmond Wiſeman and his Heirs, ano< 
ther Deed of Covenants of the ſame date. 

Edmond Wiſeman by Will inwriting, deviſes il! the 
Premiſ:s unto his Son Sir Charles wiſeman, and bis 
Heirs, 
April 13. 1647. EdmondWiſfeman , Son and Heir of the ſaid Sir 

Charles Wiſeman, by Deed indented and inrollcd in 

Chancery,bargains and ſells the ſaid Premiſes unto Am+ 

broſe Brumskel and his Heirs. 

Edmond Wiſeman and Dulcibella bis VVife, by In 
denture do Covenant tolevy a Fine of the Premiſes co 
the uſe of the ſaid e Ambroſe Brums kell and his Heirs, 
andin Trinity Term following the ſaid Fine was levicd 
accordingly. 

Ambroſe Brumskell by Indenture of Bargain and 
Sale inrolled in Chancery, and other ſufficient Afﬀſu- 
rances, conveys the Premiſes to ?oſi4h Child, and his 


7une 3. 1603. 


Nov.9.18 Car.2. 


Heirs, CES 
og GL —4j A4 
PENNE -# 
JE bh 
FOO SESG QC 
* bees VE . 
SY ' 
"OBI. ar Thy, 
i TY nr 


